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March  24th,  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Wealdstone  Urban 

District  Council. 

% 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1905. 

The  estimated  population  is  9,650.  This  is  based 
on  the  results  of  a  census  of  occupied  houses  multiplied 
by  rather  less  than  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  shown  at  the  general  census  of  1901. 

The  deaths  registered  number  77,  affording  a  death- 
rate  of  8.07  per  1,000. 

If  to  these  are  added  one  death  of  a  Wealdstone 
resident  which  took  place  in  the  Harrow  Cottage  Hos¬ 
pital,  another  occurring  at  the  Stanmore  Cottage  Hos¬ 
pital,  a  third  occurring  at  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital, 
a  fourth  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Stanmore,  and  five 
deaths  in  the  Hendon  Workhouse,  the  number  of  deaths  is 
increased  to  86,  and  we  arrive  at  a  nett  death-rate  of 
8.9  per  1000,  which  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  1904. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS 
(according  to  age). 


Under  1  year . ...  23 

Over  1  and  under  5  .  is 

»  5  >,  15  5 

>  15  „  25  4 

25  ..  65 .  25 

65  and  upwards  .  14 


86 
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THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  INCLUDE  THE 

FOLLOWING  : — 


Whooping  cough  .  7 

Scarlet  fever  .  1 

Measles  .  5 

Diarrhoea  .  1 

Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis) .  8 

Other  tebercular  diseases .  1 

Cancer  (malignant  disease) .  5 

Bronchitis  .  6 

Pneumonia .  13 

Premature  Birth  .  5 

Heart  Diseases  .  9 

Accidents .  2 

All  other  causes .  36 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  County  has 
this  year  furnished  a  very  complete  list  of  all  persons 
dying  outside,  but  belonging  to  the  district.  These  have 
therefore  been  added  to  the  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  Wealdstone  in  order  to  make  a  corrected  nett  death- 
rate.  It  has  been  the  custom  previously  to  add  these 
outside  deaths,  so  far  as  they  were  known,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  a  corrected  rate,  but  the  returns  were  not  nearly 
so  complete  as  now.  This  has  therefore  somewhat  in¬ 
creased  the  corrected  death-rate  compared  with  that  of 
previous  years,  and  may  be  expected  to  continue  to  do 
so  in  future  reports. 

As  usual  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the  year 
showed  the  greatest  mortality,  21  deaths  having  been 
registered  in  the  former  and  thirty  in  the  latter. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  dropped  to  23, 
and  that  amongst  these  only  one  was  due  to  diarrhoea, 
and  affords  a  greatly  improved  infant  mortal’’ ty  rate. 
The  falling  off  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  during 
the  summer  months  is  due  to  the  favourable  conditions 
of  whather  which  prevailed,  there  not  having  been  any 
great  extremes  of  heat  or  drought. 

Pneumonia  claimed  13  victims  as  against  16  last 
year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  or  malignant 
disease  is  exactly  the  same  as  for  1904.  Phthisis  or 
tubercular  disease  of  the  lungs  is  responsible  for  8  deaths. 
None  of  these  were  notified  by  medical  men,  but  where 
the  cause  of  death  was  known  to  the  Sanitary  Officers 
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the  rooms  which  had  been  occupied  by  the  deceased  were 
disinfected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

In  England  and  Wales  there  are  no  less  than  60,000 
deaths  every  year  from  tuberculosis,  chiefly  in  the  form 
of  Consumption.  This  loss  of  life  exceeds  that  from  all 
other  forms  of  infectious  diseases  put  together,  although 
so  far  much  less  is  done  to  stay  its  spread  than  is  the 
case  in  any  other  of  the  diseases  which  are  propagated 
by  means  of  micro-organisms. 

The  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of 
Consumption  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  (of  which 
Sir  W.  Broadbent  is  chairman)  have  recently  issued  a 
memorial  which  is  full  of  valuable  information  and  in¬ 
struction  upon  this*  most  important  and  urgent  national 
question.  Consumption  being  a  contagious  disease, 
and  therefore  preventable,  it  is  high  time  that  a  great  and 
united  effort  should  be  made  to  lessen  its  awful  ravages 
amongst  our  people.  It  is  a  social  question  of  vast  and 
widespread  importance. 

The  object  of  the  Memorial  is  to  point  out  how  this 
can  be  done  and  to  urge  upon  Public  Authorities 
generally  the  duty  of  action  in  the  matter.  I  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  from  it. 

“  Consumption  is  a  communicable  disease  under  cer¬ 
tain  conditions,  the  cause  of  it,  and  other  tuberculous 
affections,  being  a  microbe,  the  tubercle  bacillus,  which 
are  present  in  millions  in  the  expectoration  of  those 
affected ;  these  obtain  access  to  the  lungs  and  food  in  the 
form  of  dust  after  the  expectoration  has  dried  on  floors, 
walls,  furniture,  &c.  They  are  also  dispersed  in  the  air 
of  the  room  in  the  act  of  coughing.  If  all  the  expectora¬ 
tion  could  be  at  once  destroyed  as  soon  as  it  is  coughed 
up  the  disease  would  be  intercepted  at  its  source  and 
soon  become  comparatively  rare.  Dark,  ill-ventilated, 
badly  drained  and  dirty  dwellings  favour  the  persistence 
of  its  virulence. 

Roughly,  there  are  three  classes  of  cases  : 

1.  Advanced,  unfit  for  work,  and  mostly  confined 
to  house. 

Those  not  yet  seriously  ill ;  able,  perhaps,  to 
work  and  get  about  in  railway  carriages  and 
public  vehicles,  mixing  freely  with  the 
general  population. 


2. 
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3.  Those  in  quite  an  early  stage,  coughing  much 
perhaps,  but  spitting  little,  capable  of  all 
the  ordinary  duties  of  life. 

Voluntary  notification  by  medical  men  is  strongly 
recommended. 

In  the  domestic  isolation  of  advanced  cases  rooms 
an n  house  should  be  disinfected,  expectoration  received 
into  suitable  spittoons  and  destroyed,  and  paper  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  or  rags  used  and  burnt  :  windows  open  wide 
night  and  day  :  moist  cloths  used  for  cleaning  instead 
of  brushes  and  dusters.  Children  should,  if  possible,  be 
removed. 

Cases  in  which  from  the  character  of  the  dwellings 
and  surroundings,  &c.,  no  regulation  could  be  carried  out 
should  be  removed  to  infirmaries  or  institutions  specially 
provided 

Spitting  ought  to  he  forbidden ,  and  made  punishable 
in  all  places  of  public  resort ,  particularly  in  workshops, 
workrooms,  public  houses ,  public  conveyances,  and  much- 
frequented  places  generally. 

Spitting  in  public  places  has  been  made  a  punishable 
offence  in  London,  Liverpool,  and  some  other  places. 

HYGIENIC  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES. 

Tuberculosis  follows  in  the  train  of  poverty  and  the 
way  is  prepared  by  overcrowding,  underfeeding,  and 
dirt.  Therefore,  the  better  housing  of  the  poor  ;  ample 
space,  with  sunlight  and  ventilation  ;  abundant,  whole¬ 
some  and  well-cooked  food  ;  abstinence  from  stimulants  ; 
domestic  and  personal  cleanliness,  would  at  once  lessen 
the  incidence  of  Consumption. 

For  ‘the  early,  and  probably  curable,  cases,  sana- 
toriums  ought  to  be  provided,  but  this  will  require  much 
time  and  money  ;  meanwhile,  for  the  protection  of  the 
community,  the  effective  supervision  of  cases  sufficiently 
advanced  to  be  giving  off  large  numbers  of  the  specific 
microbes  will  be  most  important. 

MILK  AND  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Another  agency  through  which  tubercle  bacilli  may 
be  and  often  are  distributed  is  Milk,  and  the  attention 
of  Sanitary  Authorities  should  be  directed  to  the  supply 
of  milk  free  from  such  contamination  ;  local  circum- 
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stances  are,  however,  so  diverse  that  the  Association  is  not 
prepared  to  make  any  general  recommendations  on  the 
subject  beyond  the  exercise  of  the  powers  already 
possessed  by  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Voluntary  notification  of  cases  is  of  the  greatest 
importance.  There  can  be  no  efficient  prevention  of 
Consumption  without  it,  and  where  adopted  it  has 
excited  no  opposition. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  disinfection  of  houses  in  which  a  consumptive 
person  has  lived,  and  especially  has  died,  should  be 
secured  before  such  houses  are  occupied  by  another 
family.  Tenement  houses  and  common  lodging-houses 
in  which  consumptives  live  should  be  kept  under  strict 
supervision.” 

These  remarks  and  recommendations  are  so  valu¬ 
able,  comprehensive  and  clearly  stated  that  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  advising  the  Council  to  have  them  printed 
in  the  form  of  leaflets  and  distributed  generally  through¬ 
out  the  district,  believing  this  will  prove  the  best  way 
of  bringing  the  information  to  the  notice  of  the  general 
public. 

BIRTHS. 

262  births  were  registered  during  the  year ;  142  of 
these  were  boys  and  121  girls.  This  affords  a  birth-rate 
of  33*2,  and  is  very  closely  approximated  to  that  of  last 
year. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
was  23  ;  of  these  10  were  under  1  month  and  7  under  1 
week.  Five  deaths  were  due  to  premature  birth,  1  to 
injury  at  birth,  one  to  whooping  cough,  1  to  overlaying, 
and  only  one  to  diarrhoea. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  works  out  at  87*5  per  1000 
births  (average  for  last  10  years  123*9),  which  is  a  very 
great  improvement  upon  those  of  previous  years,  and  is 
partially  due  to  the  very  small  mortality  from  diarrhoea 
during  the  summer  months,  and  also,  I  trust,  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  to  the  increase  of  knowledge  in  the 
general  and  dietetic  management  of  young  children 
amongst  mothers  and  others  entrusted  with  the  care  of 
infants. 
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There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  this  rate 
for  the  last  1 1  years  ;  at  the  beginning  of  that  period  the 
infant  mortality  rate  for  Wealdstone  was  150*5.  But 
with  7  deaths  due  to  premature  birth  and  1  to  overlaying 
it  is  still  possible  to  classify  many  of  these  deaths  as 
being  due  to  preventable  causes. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  14  deaths  due  to  this  group  of  diseases, 
enumerated  as  follows  : 

Measles  .  5' 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1  . 

Whooping  Cough .  7  ^ 

Diarrhoea  .  1 

The  zymotic  death-rate  is  therefore  1*4  per  1000 
living. 

The  high  mortality  from  Whooping  Cough  is  much 
to  be  regretted.  Most  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  pul¬ 
monary  complications,  which  might  have  been  avoided 
had  more  care  been  taken  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
complaint.  As  I  have  several  times  stated  it  is  often  a 
fatal  mistake  to  neglect  these  cases  or  treat  them  as 
trivial.  I  suggest  that  leaflets  bringing  the  seriousness 
of  both  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles  if  neglected  to  the 
notice  of  parents  be  prepared  and  distributed  throughout 
the  district.  ( Vide  Annual  Report,  1896). 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

44  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  were  certi¬ 
fied,  as  compared  with  37  for  the  previous  year,  viz. : — 


Scarlet  Fever .  33 

Erysipelas  .  9 

Diphtheria  .  2 


20  cases  were  moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of 
the  Hendon  Rural  District  for  isolation  and  treatment 
in  that  Institution. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  in  the 
district  during  the  year  1905  ;  and  I  was  able  to  make  a 
similar  satisfactory  statement  in  my  Report  for  the  year 
1904. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  33  cases  of  this  disease  notified  18  were 
moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  -Hendon  Rural 
District  under  the  arrangement  which  exists  for  that 
purpose.  The  disease  was  more  or  less  prevalent  in  a 
sporadic  form  all  through  the  year  excepting  April,  May 
and  September.  It  is  undoubtedly  most  difficult  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection  in  very  many  of  the  cases.  I  am 
certain  that  many  of  the  mysterious  cases  which  occur 
are  due  to  contact  with  unrecognized  or  concealed  cases 
(either  wilfully  or  through  carelessness  and  ignorance)  in 
which  the  patient  is  left  without  medical  attendance,  and 
no  isolation  or  disinfection  is  practised,  and  the  child  is 
turned  out  to  school  and  play  while  strongly  infectious. 

It  is  very  possible,  too,  that  the  contagion  both  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  is  often  conveyed  through  domestic 
pets,  especially  through  cats,  who  are  very  liable  to  the 
latter  disease,  and  may  very  well  convey  the  contagion 
of  Scarlet  Fever  in  their  fur  from  house  to  house. 

'Fhe  remaining  cases  were  isolated  at  home.  The 
difficulties  in  dealing  with  these  cases  at  home  are  the 
domestic  disarrangement  which  it  occasions  and  the 
trouble  of  getting,  especially  in  families  of  the  working 
class,  one  person  to  act  solely  as  nurse  and  attendant  on 
the  patient.  Given  a  proper  amount  of  accommodation 
for  isolation  and  one  efficient  woman  to  act  solely  as 
nurse,  keeping  herself  entirely  apart  from  the  other 
inmates  of  the  house,  the  experience  of  the  past  1 1  years 
ha.>  proved  that  cases  can  be  as  efficiently  and  safely 
dealt  with  at  home  as  in  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

While  on  this  subject  I  should  like  to  say  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  schools  in  the  district  under  the  control  B 
of  the  Educational  Committee  for  Middlesex  should  be 
as  a  routine  measure  thoroughly  disinfected  in  the 
intervals  between  the  school  terms.  I  feel  certain  that 
by  these  means  much  risk  from  infective  germs,  not  only 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  other  serious  infectious  diseases 
but  also  from  the  other  numerous,  though  less  serious, 
contagious  complaints  to  which  children  are  specially 
liable,  such  as  Ringworm,  Saeabies,  Favus,  &c. 

I  purpose  writing  to  the  Committee  strongly  advising 
this  to  be  done  and  suggesting  the  best  method  of  carry¬ 
ing  it  out. 
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SUMMARY  OF  DISEASES  MOST  PREVALENT 

‘  DURING  1905. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  very  prevalent 
in  April,  May,  June,  July  and  August.  Acute  Tonsilitis 
and  other  forms  of  sore  throat  prevailed  to  a  considerable 
extent  during  the  month  of  July  and  August,  and  also 
severe,  zymotic  diarrhoea  in  young  children,  but  not  to 
the  extent  of  seriously  increasing  the  mortality. 

Influenza  prevailed  in  February,  March  and  April 
and  again  in  November.  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory 
Organs, etc.,  and  Rheumatic  Affections  were  very  prevalent 
in  the  last  two  months  of  the  vear.  As  before  mentioned, 
Scarlet  Fever  was  sporadic  in  the  district,  with  the 
exception  of  the  months  of  April,  May  and  September,  all 
the  year,  as  it  was  also  in  most  of  the  other  districts  of 
the  Country 

The  usual  reports  on  the  health  of  the  district,  the 
amount  and  incidence  of  infectious  cases,  nuisances,  and 
Sanitary  matters  generally  having  been  submitted  at 
each  Council  Meeting,  much  of  the  substance  of  this 
Report  will  have  been  brought  to  your  notice  before,  but 
the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to 
the  matter  and  extent  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  render  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  refer  to  these  again. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES, 
OVERCROWDING,  &c. 

The  remarks  made  upon  these  matters  in  my  last 
Annual  Report  still  apply.  Overcrowding  still  exists  to 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  but  on  account  of  the  high  rents 
prevailing  for  working  class  houses  this  is  very  difficult 
to  prevent' without  inflicting  hardship  upon  the  poor. 

If  they  are  removed  from  one  quarter  the  tendency 
is  to  carry  the  evil  elsewhere,  and  matters  are  not  im¬ 
proved  in  the  end.  Some  of  the  flats  in  the  poorer  parts 
of  the  district  are  very  badly  constructed  and  require 
constant  supervision.  The  habits  and  customs  of  some 
of  the  tenants  are  dirty  in  the  extreme,  and  it  is  practi¬ 
cally  impossible  to  keep  them  in  anything  like  a  proper 
sanitary  condition. 

Those  called  Canning  Villas  are  particularly  bad. 
Though  a  special  report  upon  their  dilapidated  condition 
was  made  early  in  last  year  they  are  still  in  the  same 
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state.  They  are  really  a  disgrace.  I  would  especially 
call  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  back  yards,  which 
should  be  made  up  with  cement  or  some  other  impervious 
surface,  so  as  to  allow  proper  cleansing  and  flushing 
down.  In  their  present  condition  I  do  not  consider  them 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  io  dairies  and  milkshops  and  3  sets  of 
cowsheds  in  the  district.  These  have  been  inspected 
quarterly  and  generally  found  clean  and  in  good  order. 
There  has  been  no  reason  to  suspect  the  milk  supply  of 
originating  or  conveying  any  infection.  The  milkshops 
were  found  to  be  well  kept,  the  utensils,  &c.,  clean,  and 
everything  in  good  order. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  3  of  these  buildings  in  the  district.  They 
have  been  inspected  and  reported  on  regularly  as  in  a 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  Only  one  case  of  un¬ 
sound  meat  was  brought  to  my  notice,  and  in  this  case 
the  carcase  was  destroyed  before  it  had  been  exposed  for 
sale. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

In  writing  of  infectious  diseases  generally  I  remarked 
that  given  sufficient  house  accommodation  and  the  entire 
services  of  a  nurse  or  attendant  solely  for  the  patient, 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  can  generally  be  safely  isolated  at 
home.  We  have,  however,  most  often  to  deal  with  cases 
originating  in  small  houses  or  flats,  and  then  the  need  of 
an  isolation  hospital  becomes  evident.  The  existing 
arrangement  with  Hendon  works  satisfactorily,  and 
patients  returning  express  appreciation  of  the  care  and 
attention  shown  to  them  by  doctor  and  nurses  ;  our 
population,  however,  grows  apace,  and  this  arrangement 
is,  moreover,  expensive,  and  not  so  convenient  in  some 
respects  as  a  hospital  of  our  own  would  be.  May  I 
quote  from  my  Annual  Report  for  1902  a  paragraph 
dealing  with  this  subject. 

“  Unfortunately,  the  assent  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  the  purchase  of  the  land  near  Holton’s  Farm 
which  the  Council  proposed  to  acquire  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  an  Isolation  Hospital  was  withheld.  In  many 
respects,  although  much  larger  than  necessary,  this  land 
was  very  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  it  was  disappoint- 
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in g  to  have  the  proposal  quashed  after  waiting  so  long 
for  its  realisation.  There  must,  however,  be  other  suit¬ 
able  sites  in  the  district,  or  contiguous  to  it,  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  no  other  arrangement  save  a  hospital  of 
our  own  will  yield  permanently  satisfactory  results,  or 
efficiently  meet  all  the  requirements  of  this  rapidly- 
growing  district  as  regards  provision  against  Infectious 
Diseases.  The  district  develops  in  a  way  which  should 
make  us  anticipate  that  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  will  yield  a  somewhat  high  proportion  to  the 
population,  and  an  Isolation  Hospital  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  District  Council  and  its  Sanitary  Officers 
will  of  necessity  be  more  satisfactory,  and  I  believe  in 
the  end  prove  least  expensive.” 

One  serious  objection  to  the  proposed  site  referred  to 
in  this  paragraph  was  the  bad  condition  of  the  small 
portion  of  roadway  in  Headstone  Drive  between  Greta 
Road  and  Harrow  View.  This  has  now  been  made  up. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

For  a  small  additional  fee  the  Assistant  Registrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths  would  furnish  me  with  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  the  infants  registered  each  quarter. 
He  has,  in  the  usual  course,  to  send  me  the  number  of 
these,  and,  if  requested  to  do  so,  would  also  supply  this 
additional  information.  Leaflets  could  be  printed  bearing 
instructions  as  to  the  care  and  general  management 
(dietetic  and  otherwise)  of  young  children.  The  district 
nurse  is  willing  to  distribute  these  in  the  quarters  where 
such  information  is  most  required,  and  by  the  adoption 
of  these  means  I  think  we  should  be  doing  something  in 
the  direction  of  lessening  our  infant  mortality  rate  per¬ 
manently.  I  beg  to  advise  that  this  be  done.  The 
district  nurse  would  also  undertake  to  distribute  leaflets 
containing  the  recommendations,  etc.,  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Consumption  to  house¬ 
holds  in  which  it  came  to  her  notice  that  the  disease 
existed. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

FACTORIES. 

There  are  seven  of  these  in  the  district.  With  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  minor  defects,  which  have  now 
been  remedied,  these  were  found  to  be  generally  in  a 
satisfactory  state  as  regards  sanitary  arrangements,  and 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 
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WORKSHOPS,  INCLUDING  BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  34  of  these  in  the  district.  One  bakehouse 
was  for  some  time  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  but 
after  several  notices  had  been  served  has  now  been  put 
into  reasonable  repair.  There  were  62  inspections  and  2 
notices  served  to  abate  nuisances.  Generally  the  work¬ 
shops  were  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Some  of 
the  bakehouses  are  a  credit  to  the  district. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  and  no  outworkers  to  whom  the  Act  applies. 

SANITARY  WORK  GENERALLY. 

Sundry  nuisances  have  been  brought  to  the  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  notice  and  abated.  They  were  chiefly  due  to  over¬ 
crowding,  smoke,  accumulations  of  refuse,  the  keeping  of 
animals  near  dwelling-houses,  dampness,  non-removal  of 
dust,  blocking  of  drains,  etc.  162  houses  and  premises 
were  inspected.  23  cautionary  notices  were  given  and 
six  statutory  orders  issued.  10  caravans  were  moved 
on  out  of  our  boundaries. 


MORTUARY, 

This  has  been  used  for  six  bodies. 


DUST  REMOVAL. 

Mr.  Walker  reports  that  there  have  been  compara¬ 
tively  few  complaints  of  non-removal.  Most  of  these 
have  been  made  at  the  end  of  September,  when  the 
weekly  collection  ceases,  and  is  substituted  by  one  in 
each  fortnight.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  will  in  future  have  a  w-eekly  collection  of  house  refuse 
all  the  year  round,  and  that  this  will  be  carried  out  by 
their  own  men.  The  method  of  collection  will  be  improved 
and  the  time  in  which  the  refuse  remains  on  the  premises 
curtailed.  This  will  undoubtedly  conduce  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  health  of  the  district. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  Works  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 
Improvement  has  been  carried  out  in  levelling  the  land. 
The  effluent  produced  has  kept  up  to  its  usual  standard 
of  excellence. 
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GROWTH  OF  DISTRICT  DURING  THE  PAST 

YEAR. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1475  occupied 
houses  and  280  occupied  plots,  giving  a  total  of  1755. 
The  estimated  population  rose  from  8940  to  9650.  67 

new  houses  have  been  built,  70  are  in  course  of  erection. 
One  new  church  has  been  built  and  another  is  in  course 
of  erection.  78  plans  have  been  deposited  with  the 
Council. 

Five  new  roads  have  been  made  up,  and  three  others 
are  in  course  of  making  up. 

Mr.  Walker  supplies  the  following  summary  of  the 


rainfall  during  1905. 

Rainfall  for  whole  year .  23.04  in. 

„  „  i9°4  . ••••  2I-63  in. 

Wettest  month  was  March  with  3.58  in. 

Dryest  ,,  ,,  Deer.  ,,  .94  in. 

Wettest  day  was  July  9th  ,,  1.32  in. 

Monthly  averages — 1905  .  1.97  in. 

,,  ,,  1904  .  1.80  in. 

„  »  1903  .  3-GI  in- 


Rain  fell  on  161  days. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  the  usual  tables  of 
statistics  for  the  Local  Government  Board  and  Home 
Office,  and  tabulated  report  of  Sanitary  Work  for  the 
County  Council  Health  Department. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Walker  for  many  details 
necessary  for  the  satisfactory  completion  of  my  Report, 
and  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  zeal  which  he  always 
displays  in  the  discharge  of  his  many  duties. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for 
the  assistance  and  support  you  have  always  extended  to 
me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  the  knowledge  of 
which  is  a  rich  reward  for  my  efforts,  and  more  than 
compensates  me  for  any  adverse  criticism  on  my  actions, 
however  unjust,  ungenerous,  or  unfair  that  criticism  may 
be. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

GEO.  H.  BUTLER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Wealdstone. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1905  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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Net  Deaths  at  all  Ages 
belonging  to  the 
District 
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TABLE  III  . 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  notified  in  whole  District. 

No.  of  cases 
removed  to 
Hospital 
from  each 
locality 

Atall 

Ages, 

At  Ages- 

—Years. 

Under 

1 

1  to 

5 

5  to 

15 

15  to 

25 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
upward 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

9 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

33 

1 

7 

19 

2 

4 

18 

Chicken  Pox  ... 

Totals 

44 

1 

9 

21 

4 

9 

20 

Isolation  Hospital — that  of  the  Hendon  Rural  District  Council  situated 
at  Stanmore. 


ft 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR 

1905. 


Causes  of  Death 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District  at 
subjoined  Ages 

Total 

deaths 

in 

Public 
Institu¬ 
tions 
in  the 
district 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1  year 

1  and 

under  5 

i 

5  and 

under  15 

15  and 

under  25 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

Measles  ... 

5 

5 

Whooping-cough 

7 

4 

3 

Diarrhoea... 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

♦ 

Phthisis  ... 

8 

1 

2 

5 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer, malignant  disease 

5 

4 

1 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

2 

3 

nil. 

Pneumonia 

13 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Alcoholism  | 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver] 

Premature  birth... 

5 

5 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

2 

1 

1 

Heart  diseases  ... 

9 

6 

3 

Accidents... 

2 

1 

1 

Pernicious  anaemia 

All  other  causes 

22 

6 

3 

6 

7 

All  causes  ... 

86 

23 

15 

3 

3 

28 

14 

In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of 
Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  and  IV.,  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
notes  on  the  Tables. 

GEO.  H.  BUTLER, 

March  24th,  1906.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 
under  One  Year  of  Age 
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10 
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19 

Uncertified 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  :  Croup 
Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis  (not 

1 

1 

Tuberculous) 

1 

Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh 
Premature  Birth... 

5 

5 

Congenital  Defects 
Injury  at  Birth  ... 
Want  of  Breast-milk 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

1 

1 

Marasmus 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peri- 

tonitis :  Tabes 

Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

Erysipelas . 

Syphilis  . 

Meningitis  (not 

Tuberculous) 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

I 

Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Suffocation,  over- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

lay  in 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

7 

1 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1 

23 

Births  in  the  year  :  legitimate  253  ;  illegitimate  9 — Total  262. 
Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages  86. 

Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1905)  9,650. 

Note. — Columns  in  which  no  death  has  incurred  have  been  omitted. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS;  LAUNDRIES,  WORK¬ 
PLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  ...  . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

12 

Workshops  ...  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces...  . 

Homeworkers’  Premises  ... 

62 

2 

Total  ... 

74 

2 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

j  Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

0 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  A  cts  : — * 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  Ventilation  ... 
Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 
Other  Nuisances 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act:  — 

Breach  of  special  sanitar} 
requirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100)  . ; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• 

Total  ... 

2 

2 

4 

’Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  Act  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3. — OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent 
to  H.M.  Inspectors. 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  /'Notified  by  H.M  Inspector  .. 
H.M.  Inspectors  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  Act 
(S.  5) 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101) 

In  use  during  1903 

fin  1903  ... 

Certificates  granted - 

(in  1904  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904 
Homework  : — 

List  of  Outworkers*  (S.  107) : — 


Number. 


Nil 


M 


Lists  received  ... 
Addresses  of  outworkers 


5  ) 


1  > 


Number  of 


forwarded  to  other  Authorities., 
(received  from  other  Authorities 

Homework  in  unwholesome  or  infected  premises : — 

Notices  prohibiting  homework  in  unwholesome  premises  (S.  108) 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  homeworkers’  premises... 
Orders  prohibiting  homework  in  infected  premises  (S.  110)  ... 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  1904. 
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Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


Wearing 

Apparel; 


Other. 


34 


34 


*The  Lists  should  be  received  twice  in  the  year.  The  year’s  figures  required  in 
the  Table  are  those  obtained  by  adding  together  the  two  half-yearly  totals. 


SANITARY  WORK.  1905 


[c  i.] 


SANITARY  WORK,  1905 
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SANITARY  WORK,  1905. 


[cm.] 


